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thank the Board, staff and members for their 
service to southeastern Pennsylvania and for 
making our region a wonderful place to live, 
work and raise a family. I wish them all the 
best for continued success in the future. 
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NATIONAL RIGHT-TO-CARRY 
RECIPROCITY ACT OF 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 822) to amend 
title 18, United States Code, to provide a na-
tional standard in accordance with which 
nonresidents of a State may carry concealed 
firearms in the State. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong 
opposition to H.R. 822 because it threatens to 
undermine our states’ ability to enforce their 
own gun laws and endangers the safety of our 
citizens, especially those that serve in law en-
forcement. 

If this legislation passes, it would mean that 
the Republican-controlled Congress will auto-
matically give anyone the right to carry a con-
cealed, loaded weapon into Minnesota’s 
neighborhoods. This reckless bill is opposed 
by mayors, governors, domestic violence pre-
vention advocates, and major law enforcement 
organizations, including the Minnesota Chief of 
Police Association. As members of our law en-
forcement community will attest, the best way 
to prevent gun violence is to keep guns off the 
street and out of the hands of criminals. Gun 
traffickers routinely take advantage of gun 
show loopholes and negligent background 
checks to divert guns from the legal market 
into the criminal market. This legislation 
makes it even more difficult to trace illegal 
guns and keep them out of the hands of those 
that could inflict harm on our Minnesota law 
enforcement officers, families, and friends. 

H.R. 822 takes away Minnesota’s right to 
police its own communities and enforce its 
own stringent gun laws. As with every state 
and municipality across the country, Min-
nesota has developed its laws to adequately 
meet the needs of its residents. This legisla-
tion unfairly forces states with strict gun laws 
to recognize conceal-and-carry permits issued 
by any other state, even if those states’ permit 
requirements are lax in comparison. This is 
unjust and ultimately dangerous, especially for 
communities faced with high crime rates. 

The sobering statistics from the U.S. Cen-
sus report speak volumes: of the 129,741 
murders that were reported between 2000 and 
2008, nearly two-thirds of the victims were 
killed by a firearm. Equally frightening is the 
deadly role firearms play in domestic violence 
incidents. According to the American Journal 
of Public Health, abused women are five times 
more likely to be killed by their abuser if the 
abuser owns a firearm. Research also shows 
that between 1990 and 2005, firearms were 
used to kill more than two-thirds of spouse 
and ex-spouse homicide victims. These num-
bers are tragic. Instead of empowering our 
local law enforcement officers to prevent such 
heinous acts, H.R. 822 ties their hands by 
making it harder to determine whether some-

one carrying a gun is doing so illegally. I op-
pose this legislation in order to preserve the 
safety of our communities and prevent the gun 
violence that has claimed hundreds of inno-
cent lives. 
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A TRIBUTE TO CARL LUCIANO 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Carl Luciano, a Brooklynite who has 
offered decades of service to my community 
through education and social welfare pro-
grams. 

Mr. Luciano is a lifelong Brooklynite, edu-
cated in the New York Public school system. 
It was the streets of Brooklyn that gave Mr. 
Luciano the passion for the work that he cur-
rently does. He is presently working with 
Councilmember Darlene Mealy and has had 
the fortunes of working with many other offi-
cials in the Brooklyn community. 

The Lord has allowed Mr. Luciano to work 
under three other elected officials. The bless-
ing in working with all of these elected officials 
is that they all share the same passion as Mr. 
Luciano towards education and empowerment 
of the community of Bedford Stuyvesant. 
Through education, a youth can change their 
personal lives and the lives of others living in 
their community. It is Mr. Luciano’s way of 
paying it forward—the service he offers Brook-
lyn constituents. 

Mr. Luciano has resided in Bedford 
Stuyvesant for over forty years. He has wit-
nessed the good and bad of his community. In 
his spare time he devotes attention to youth 
intervention, willing to communicate with any-
one interested in learning the power of com-
munity through unity. He has planted this seed 
in various platforms for the past eleven years. 
Mr. Luciano’s strength comes from his spiritual 
grounding and guidance through his relation-
ship with Christ Jesus. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize Carl 
Luciano for his accomplishments in Brooklyn. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 26, 1995, when the last attempt at 
a balanced budget amendment passed the 
House by a bipartisan vote of 300–132, the 
national debt was $4.8 trillion. 

This week it hit $15 trillion. Today, it is 
$15,026,993,847,879.10. We’ve added 10 tril-
lion dollars to our debt in 16 years. This is $10 
trillion in debt our nation, our economy, and 
our children could have avoided with a bal-
anced budget amendment. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARTIN HEINRICH 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, I unfortunately 
missed votes which included roll call votes 
829, 830, 831, 832, 833, 834, 835, and 836. 

If I had been present, I would have voted in 
opposition of rollcall vote 829, the Previous 
Question on the Rule providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 2838. 

If I had been present, I would have voted in 
opposition of rollcall vote 830, H. Res. 455— 
Rule providing for consideration of H.R. 
2838—Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Act of 2011. 

If I had been present, I would have voted in 
favor of rollcall vote 831, H.R. 3321—Amer-
ica’s Cup Act of 2011. 

If I had been present I would have cast the 
following votes on amendments to the Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation Act of 
2011: rollcall vote 832 (Cummings Amend-
ment): ‘‘yea;’’ rollcall vote 833 (Thompson 
Amendment): ‘‘yea;’’ rollcall vote 834 (Napoli-
tano Amendment): ‘‘yea;’’ rollcall vote 835 
(Bishop Amendment): ‘‘yea;’’ rollcall vote 836 
(Slaughter Amendment): ‘‘yea.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I 
was meeting with the Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation and the Sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of Interior. Due 
to time constraints, I was unable to make it to 
the House floor to vote for Amendment No. 2 
to H.R. 822 offered by Rep. MCCARTHY of 
New York. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on this amendment. 
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A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND 
KIMBERLY HEADLEY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Reverend Kimberly Headley for her ex-
tensive efforts to reform my Brooklyn district 
through public outreach services. 

Reverend Headley was born and raised in 
East New York, Brooklyn. She started junior 
high school at age 12 and was promoted from 
the 7th to the 9th grade. After high school, 
Reverend Headley entered Bernard M. Baruch 
College at age 16 where she studied Public 
Administration. Upon graduation, she entered 
the workforce as a junior press secretary to 
then Comptroller Elizabeth Holtzman. She 
stayed in the administration until Alan G. 
Hevesi became Comptroller. 

Reverend Headley has always dem-
onstrated a willingness to go above and be-
yond what is expected of her. In her earlier 
years, while her father was district leader and 
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